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WELCOME | 
NEW MEMBERS!!! 


RARS would like to welcome the 12 new 
members (!) this month: 


Ernest Schnitz, a retiree living in Chapel 
Hill, and a graduate of the RARS training 
class, he is currently waiting for his new Tech- 
nician license. Mr. Schnitz sez he was inter- 
ested in ham radio for quite some time, but 
never “got around to it.” He was introduced to 
RARS at last year’s Durham Hamfest, and sez 
the folks at RARS are among the friendliest 
he’s met! 

Noble Phelps, KB4FLZ, from Durham 
who up-graded her Novice license to a Tech, 
also at the RARS class. 

Brett Ernest, KK4MY, from Wake For- 
est. (now where have I heard THAT suffix be- 
fore:../7 ¢d>) 

Paul Forehand, N5GCZ, now calling 
Apex home. 

Carol & Joshua Ellis, a mother & son 
combo from Wendell, also graduates of the 
Fall RARS class — Carol is awaiting her 
Technician license, and Josh is waiting for his 
Novice. (Josh will be celebrating his 12th 
birthday on Dec. 31. Happy Birthday, Josh!) 

Mike and Amy Grissom, a father & 
daughter combo now calling Raleigh home. 
Mike is WB8MRA (and an amateur cartoon- 
ist, who has offered to spice up the pages of the 
EXCITER), and Amy is KA8NNT, a Novice 
who is anxious to upgrade. 

Clay & Frances Croom, a husband & 
wife combo living in Wake Forest. OM holds 
the call N4GNN, and the XYL is N4HON 
Nove that call!!) 


Harry & Jan Avinger, another husband 
and wife team, living in Apex. Harry’s call is 
AB4T, and his lovely wife Jan is KC4HJU 
(Jan upgraded to Tech class at the December 
exams). 

We wish you all a hearty “WELCOME!!” 
into our fine organization, and hope that you 
will all become “radio-active”, and enjoy the 
fine fellowship and activities that RARS has to 
offer. With your names added to the roster, we 
show 273 paid members! 


RARS CONGRATULATES!! 


John Kannode, N4MM, on his recent 
election to the position of Roanoke Division 
Director! | 

Sherman Starnes, W4TZU, on his recent 
appointment as the Roanoke Division Repre- 
sentative to the ARRL VHF/UHF Advisory 
Committee (VUAC) 

The RARS Field Day Team, headed by 
“Boat Anchor Bob,” NA4G, and “Antenna 
Steve”, AB4EL, for guiding the RARS op’s 
into a most respectable 8th place in a field of 33 
(!) in the 6A category, as reported in the 
November QST. 

Doctor Aal-Anubia, N4UAQ, on his new 
call. (He was KC4GFP). Ditto to Dave Wil- 
liams, ex KB4ZZY, & ex KM4AK. His latest 
(and final, we hope) call is AB4LR. 

Double Kudo’s to KM4AK for his assum- 
ing the most important role of 1989 HAM- 
FEST Chairman. Let’s all pledge our support 
(and sweat!) to Dave and this upcoming 
HAMFEST!! 

To Training Director Jim DuBreck, 
N4BYO, and the other instructors, including 


KB4LAF and WA4PEN for ANOTHER. 


highly successful Novice / Technician Class. 
Jim & Chet also opened their homes to pro- 
spective hams and help them work on the 
code. That’s dedication “above and beyond” 
the call of duty!! 

To Walter Price, KM4BU, for the design 
and creation of the RARS Training Class 
flier, which made it into the SERA JOUR- 
NAL, as an example of How to Promote 
Radio! (And an additional word of “thanks” 
to KM4BU for unselfishly volunteering his 
professional skills in the paste-up and print- 
ing of the EXCITER the past couple months. 
The difference shows!!) 

To our newly elected VP: John Thomas, 
KK4JB; FM Committee Chairman: Jeff 
Parker, WA1WXL; and Publicity Chairman 
Tom Campbell, KC4GRT. 

To the out-going folks who held these 
offices, and have donated their time so freely: 
Chuk Gleason, KB4MDZ; Lyn Williams, 
WA4GEH; and Audrey Browne, WB4ZSM. 
You folks can feel proud with the respect your 
efforts have EARNED within RARS. 

To the other appointees and volunteers 
within RARS who have agreed to continue 
their outstanding efforts for ANOTHER year. 
It is these folks who volunteer their time and 
effort who make or break a club. We are 
indeed fortunate to have SO MANY gener- 
ous and talented individuals within our ranks! 

To all the above, we say “Congratual- 
tions!”, and to all RARS Members, we say 
“May Your New Year be a Happy & Prosper- 
ous One!” 


Unsolved Mystery: Homony Grits ?! 


- MEET THE MEMBERS 


One of the more active members of RARS 
is Chris Hux, N4PNO. At home, Chris’s 
HF station consists of a Kenwood TS- 
440, and a Mosely tri-bander mounted 
on the chimney. When 10 meters is not 
open, Chris can be found on 2 meters, 
repeater hopping with both FM and 
Packet. Atlthough currently holding a 
Technician class ticket, Chris has passed 
both the General and Advanced class 
theory, and needs only to pass that 
dreaded of all tests: 13 WPM. 

In years past, Chris was quite active as 
a Boy Scout. Today, Chris’s other main 
hobby / pastime is his computer, and he 
is fluent in several programming lan- 
guages. Chris hopes to turn this second 
hobby into a career in computer pro- 
gramming, provided he can locate an 
employer willing to give him a chance to 
prove his abilities. 

These accomplishments did not come 
easy for Chris, who has been blind since 
birth. All of his electronic equipment 
(including his computer) is equipped with 
speech synthesizer modules. Using 
these, Chris can operate his equipment 
with the best of ‘em! (Ed. note: I must 
admit, I had to ask Chris to switch on the 
display on his computer during a recent 
visit — although he was having no prob- 
lems, MY brain couldn’t keep up with 
the synthesizer!) 

We at RARS are proud to have Chris on 
our roster, and next time you hear 
N4PNO on the bands, make sure you 
say hello!! 


PUBLIC SERVICE WATCH 


The phone rang at about 3:15am on 
Monday, Nov. 30th and it began a week 
for me that I'll always remember, but 
especially as Amateur Radio Operator. 
The phone call was from my parents who 
had been through Raleigh’s tornado an 
hour and halfearlier (no damage to their 
home). Sleepily, I went to the shack and 
began listening to the 88 machine. The 
first hours must have been painfully 
chaotic, but Ed, AB4S managed to keep 
a cool demeanor about himself. At about 
4:15am the radio announced that a 
shelter was being opened at Martin 
Middle School. I went on the air and 
volunteered to go there since the school 
is only a mile or so from my home. 

During the next 3 hours I learned 
quite a bit about amateur radio and 
emergency services. First and foremost, 
an HT does not make a ham an instant 
emergency operator! During those 3 
hours I heard much traffic on 88 and on 
occasion, too much traffic. We can all 
learn about brevity. 

My next occasion to use ham radio 
for emergency/public service work came 
on Thursday, Dec. 1st when ARRL Sec- 
tion Manager Reed Whitten (AB4W) 
called me for help in staffing ham radio 
operators with the Raleigh Police dur- 
ing the evening hours in the affected 
tornado areas. Our role was to act as a 
network of radio operators to relay 
messages to the police command center. 
Over the next 4 days, area hams pro- 
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vided this service. I am especially proud 
to be able to say that RARS members 
filled over 60 of slots needed! A real 
“hats off’ to all of you. We also had 
several RARS members who took to the 
telephones to line-up the rest of you who 
worked. They are to be commended as 
well. I especially want to thank James, 
KA5IEC and Ardie, N40IC who helped 
me and in some cases acted as my mouth- 
piece as I was recovering from bronchi- 
tis. 

The interest here by RARS members 
and generally feeling shown here as 
indicated to me that alot of you are 
interested in and willing to help out with 
emergency communications. Therefore, 
effective immediately, the Public Serv- 
ice SIG will be expanded to Public Serv- 
ice/Emergency Communications Train- 
ing SIG. Call me if you’re interesting in 
learning more about the new direction 
for the SIG. I will organize a meeting in 
January and those of you who call will be 
notified of a meeting time and place. 
Currently, [’m favoring a quarterly 
Sunday afternoon meeting. Let me hear 
from you. I know there’s interest as 
evidenced by your support in early De- 
cember. Let’s not let the ball drop, but 
rather get prepared. 

Finally, on a personal note, I really 
want to thank all of my friends in RARS 
who have inquired about my health and 
the upcoming surgery. The surgery has 
been postponed, and I can truly say I 
gained quite a number of good friends! 
Best wishes for the New Year. 


73, Edward, N4SSU 


VHF SIG MEETING 


The December meeting of the VHF- 
UHF SIG was held on 08 Dec 88 with 
the following in attendance: Sherry 
(KB4EXL), Ed (WA4PEN), Bill 
(K4BWC), Ronny (WA4MJF), Patrick 
(KB4VYP), Noble (KB4FLZ), Walter 
(KM4BU), and Joe (KC4CPH). 

Ed opened the meeting with a dis- 
cussion of the possible frequencies for 
the repeaters and the coordination 
thereof. Ed mentioned that Jeff 
(WA1WXL) wanted RARS to coordi- 
nate a 440 MHz frequency pair for what 
ultimately will become the RARS re- 
peater. It was also mentioned that at 
least one (1) control frequency and one 
(1) link frequency will be needed as 
well. 

Ronny and Ed will go over to the 
State Surplus Property Office and fur- 
ther examine the lots of Motorola, GE, 
and Aerotron radios coming up for bids. 
IfRARS members express enough inter- 
est in obtaining low cost “surplus” 
equipment that can be easily converted 
to ham band operation, perhaps RARS 
could enter a bid for the whole lot. 

The possibility of the future addi- 
tion of phone patches to one or more of 
the repeaters was discussed. 

It was decided that Ed’s place would 
be where the final assembly and tests of 
the repeaters would be done. Space 
should not be a problem and a fan 
would be needed in the bottom of each 
cabinet. 


The antenna were discussed and the 
concensus was the weather would not be 
a great factor with the site. Ronny is to 
research various antenna for the site. 

The next meeting will be 12 Jan 89. 
Door prizes were won by Walter and Joe. 
Sock-It-To-Me Cake (??!!) was served 
during the social period. 


73 de Sherry KB4EXL 


WANTED: 


MEET THE MEMBERS 
COVER STORIES. 

We'd all like to learn more about the 
members that makes our organization 
tick. That means YOU! Please forward 
a short biographical outline (just a para- 
graphortwo— aB&Wphotomightbe 
nice, too!) describing yourself, other 
interests or hobbies, your station, and/ 
or what aspects of ham radio YOU enjoy 
to the editor. You too can be the “cover 
story” for the famed RARS EXCITER! 


Raleigh Area Exams: 1989 


Jan. (none) Jul 05 RARS 
Feb. 11 WAVE Aug ?? WAVE 
Mar (none) Sep 06 RARS 
Apr. 16 RARS Oct 04 RARS 
May ?? WAVE Nov ?? WAVE 
Jun 07 RARS Dec 06 RARS 


For info on WAVE exams, contact John 
Johnson, WM4P @ 834-5001. 


For info/pre-reg on RARS exams, con- 
tact Vince, AA4MY @ 847-8512 
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Field Day SIG 


FIELD DAY 1989 
PLANNING TO BEGIN 


The Field Day SIG will hold its first plan- 
ning meeting on Wednesday evening, Jan. 
11th at 7:30 PM on the NCSU campus at 
Williams Hall, Room 2402. Any RARS 
member interested in participating in Field 
Day ’89 is invited to this meeting. The purpose 
of the meeting is to decide the theme and 
format for the ’89 Field Day, and to begin to 
organize for the weekend event, which will be 
held in June. 

The SIG will evaluate different ideas for 
this year’s FD operation, such as types of 
stations (QRO vs. QRP), powering modes 
(solar vs. battery vs. generator), and antenna 
types. 

Directions to Williams Hall, using the 
Hillsborough Street YMCA as a reference 
point, is as follows: Take Hillsborough St. 
(West) to Dan Allen Drive. Turn left (South) 
on Dan Allen. Just before the railroad over- 
pass, take a left turn on Yarbrough Dr. The 
second building on the left will be Williams 
Hall, recognizable by 3 large air conditioning 
ports sticking up. Go to the second floor to the 
conference room adjacent to the elevator. The 
elevator will have key access only at that time 
of night, so be on time (7:30 PM) for Steve, 
who will be waiting inside the building. 

The ’89 Field Day SIG is being coordi- 
nated by Steve Modina - AB4EL; Bob Keys - 
NA4G; and Paul Mueller - K9PM. Further 
information can be had by calling K9PM at 
851-4577 anytime, or AB4EL at 737-2246. 


6 


Portable Operation 
Events 


Dave Williams (AB4LR) and Steve 
Modina (AB4EL) were thinking that 
there may be increased interest in fu- 
ture Mt. Mitchell style get-out-of-town 
operating events. Maybe to the shore in 
the Spring? North Carolina has plenty 
of really good excuses for special event 
operations. 

Now we wonder if there is a way to 
increase participation. Is there a need 
for one or two local practice lessions 
about what to take, how to organize it 
and how to set up? Maybe a Saturday 
afternoon session for antenna erection 
and station set up — go through the 
motions kind of thing?? We would pro- 
vide everything needed plus guidance 
on how to do it, while you actually do it. 
Nothing wrong with going to one of the 
public parks! 

Soif you think a teach-in on this kind 
of thing would help overcome your shy- 
ness about out of town trips, let either of 
us know. Get Dave on the 64 repeater 
anytime, or call Steve at work (737- 
2246) and leave your name and phone 
number! 

73, AB4EL & AB4LR 


FOR SALE!! 


Panasonic TV Camera - Model WV 341P 
Video output 1 V. pk-pk (75 ohms), with 
built in B/W monitor, mounted on a 
Husky IV quick set Tripod $90. 

Call Ron, WA2TBQ, @ 878-6224 


AN EL-CHEEPO ANTENNA | 
FOR HF THAT WORKS!! 


Looking for alow cost, easily erected, 
high performing HF antenna that in 
terms of performance will leave the 
standard dipole / inverted Vee in the 
dust?? Look no further! This wire 
antenna actually performs better 
CLOSE to the ground, and is a proven 
winner in DXing circles. 

The Delta Loop antenna is basically 
an equilateral triangle whose total 
perimeter is one wavelength long. The 
formula for the total length of wire used 
is 1,005 divided by the frequency in 
megaHertz equals the total length in 
feet. The optimum height above ground 
(for the bottom of the triangle) is around 
8 feet. (!) 

Since the Delta is a closed loop, it 
has a rather broad bandwidth, mean- 
ing the SWR is quite low over a good 
portion of the band — provided you 
match its impedance properly! What 
factors effect its bandwidth? Answer: 
The shape of the triangle and how well 
you match it to your transmitter. The 
triangle can be distorted to fit your 
specific support —although the equi- 
lateral triangle is ideal, an isosceles 
triangle (where 2 sides are equal, and 
the third side (the base) is longer than 
the other two) will still perform dan- 
dily, only with reduced bandwidth. 

Now that you know what it is, why 
should you put it up?? It’s the only 
antenna I’ve found, other than a verti- 
cal, that will produce some real good 


low-angle radiation and does not have to 
be some ridiculous height in the air, or 
have a half million radials buried under 
it to make it work well. 

Here’s what you will need in terms of 
radiation angle and polarization: for DX 
on 75 or 40, you’d want a vertically 
polarized, low angle radiation pattern. 
How to get it with the Delta: feeding the 
triangle on a bottom corner produces a 
very large vertical lobe at 25 degrees, 
and avery small horizontal lobe at about 
90 degrees. For U.S. work (ie. minimiz- 
ing foreign broadcast QRM), you’d want 
just the opposite: a high angle horizon- 
tally polarized wave. If you feed your 
Delta at the top of the triangle, you'll get 
a very small vertical lobe at 40 degrees, 
and:a very large horizontally polarized 
lobe at 80 degrees. If you happen to have 
two high supports, and invert the tri- 
angle, and feed it at the bottom, you'll 
get amedium vertical lobe at 20 degrees, 
and a large horizontal lobe at 90 de- 
grees. This configuration is reported to 
bea good blend —the best ofboth worlds! 

Most “official sources” indicate the 
feedpoint impedance to be about 60 ohms. 
Forget it. Many amateurs have erected 
various loops at various locations on 20, 
40, and 75, and not only is the imped- 
ance NOT 60 ohms, it does not present a 
balanced feed point. 

All seem to agree on one thing ... 
place a piece of 75 ohm, coax (one quar- 
ter wavelength long) between your 52 
ohm feed line and the antenna; this 
should give you a perfect match. The 
formula for the quarter wave matching 
section is 246 times the velocity factor a4 


Delta— Continued from page 7 

the coax divided by the frequency in 
megaHertz equals the length in feet. 
The braid of the 75 ohm coax goes to the 
base of the triangle, or the top horizontal 
wire in the case of the inverted triangle. 
The center conductor goes to the leg of 
the triangle at the same feedpoint. 

Most sources say the base of the 
triangle should be about 6 to 15 feet 
above the ground. This is very true for 
75 meters, but very wrong for 40 meters. 
WAS8KCY erected a 40 meter triangle 
with the base about 7 feet offthe ground, 
and got into Europe like it was two 
blocks down the road. I put up a 40 
meter loop with the base 18 feet above 
the ground, and couldn't get out of my 
back yard. As I lowered the antenna 
closer to the ground, the louder the sig- 
nals became. The optimum height ap- 
peared to me to be around 7 feet. At that 
height, I was getting out quite well. 

W8GIC and WAS8KCY erected an 
upside-down loop for 75 meters at 
W8GIC’s location. The loop was almost 
a perfect equilateral triangle. They fed 
the loop 15 feet down one of the sides 
from a top corner with a 72 ohm match- 
ing section. The braid went to the upper 
15 feet and the center conductor went to 
the other part of the leg. They got out 
unbelievably well. Then they decided to 
use a match box and feed it on 40 meters. 
The results were fantastic: one of the 
best 40 meters they ever put up. 

Well, there you have it: the elusive 
Delta Loop, a STAR performer with 
minimal pain and hardly no ($$) strain. 

de Alan Hoffmaster, WA3EKL 


Editor’s Note: This particular an- 
tenna I will personally attest to. [hada 
40 meter loop here in Raleigh, whose 
base was so low to the ground, I had to 
duck when I cut the grass!! Only ran a 
hundred watts CW. Did it work?? Ihave 
the Australian QSL’s to prove it!! Give 
ita try. You'll like it! 

The article was provided courtesy of 
“The Modulator”, Baltimore MD ARC 


EL-CHEEPO MARK II A WINNER 
FOR 2 METERS 


A 2 meter J-Pole (sometimes re- 
ferred to as a “John Pole”) is an amazing 
antenna. Commercial manufacturers 
boast a 5 dB gain and from personal ex- 
perience with the antenna’s perform- 
ance, I would have to agree. It is also 
very broad banded when constructed 
from the right material. It does not 
require a ground plane or grounding, so 
you can mount it without concern for it’s 
location. It’s application normally dic- 
tates a fixed station mount: to a rooftop 
vent pipe, rooftop mast, or another simi- 
lar location. It is inexpensive and easy 
to build, although it can be a bit finicky 
about tune up. 

Okay, now that you’ve decided that 
you ve just got to have one of these con- 
traptions, just what materials will you 
need?? Run out to your local ACE Hard- 
ware and get 7.5 feet of 1/2" copper 
plumbing pipe, one 90 degree elbow fit- 


ting for the pipe (also copper), one “T”. 


fitting, and 2 end caps (all copper, and 
to fit the 1/2" pipe. Also get 2 stainless 
steel hose clamps, some plumbing sol- 
der, some plumbing solder flux, and a 
good supply of regular solder. Neces- 
_ sary tools are: a tubing cutter, a meas- 
uring tape, a propane torch, a good sol- 
dering iron, and an SWR meter for the 
2 meter band. Now that you have all 
this junk laid out on the garage floor, 
get out the meas- 
uring tape and cut 
one piece of the 
copper pipe 57 
inches long, one 
piece 19 inches 
long, one piece 12 
inches long, and 
one piece 2 inches 
long. Here comes 
the experience of 
“sweat soldering”. 
Lay out the pieces 
as shown in the 
diagram. This is 
how the joints will 
be soldered to- 
gether. It really 
doesn’t matter 
what order you do them in, just so you 
get good solid solder connections. The 
procedure for the “sweat soldering” is 
as follows: 


1. Make sure that the end of the 
copper pipe fits into the joint. 

2. Coat the end of the copper pipe 
that is going into the joint with 
flux. 


Coax Feedline 


.3. Fit the end of the pipe into the 
fitting joint. 
4. Light the propane torch and ad- 
just for a medium flame. 
5. Heat the fitting joint with the 
torch until it gets good and hot. 
6. Touch the edge of the fitting where 
it meets the pipe with the plumb- 
ing solder. The joint should be 
hot enough to melt the solder by 
just touching it and actually suck 
in the solder until 
the joint is full. 
(That’s when the 
solder starts to drip 
out of the bottom. 

When you have 
all of the joints sol- 
dered (the 19" piece 
is parallel to the 57" 
piece), solder the end 
caps onto the tips of 
those two pieces in 
the same manner. 
You now have the 
basic antenna al- 
most already con- 
structed. 

Strip back the 
end of your coax 
about 4 inches and untangle the shield 
braid and then twist it together. Strip 
back about 1 inch of the dielectric from 
the center conductor. Using regular 
(not plumber’s) solder, tin the twisted 
shield and the tip of the center conduc- 
tor of the coax. Slide the hose clamps 
over the ends of the antenna elements 
and attach the ends of your coax under 
the edge of the clamps with the soe 


ose Clamps 


Center 
Conductor 


side connected to the short element, and 
the center conductor connected to the 
long element, and snug the clamps about 
2 and 3/4 inches up from the bases of the 
elements. 

This is where the tune-up comes in. 
Mount the J-Pole temporarily anyplace 
where you have easy access to the hose 
clamps and so that the antenna will be 
away from anything that might affect 
tuning suchas any large metal objects or 
the side of the house. Be sure that while 
tuning up, your coax from the antennais 
routed straight down from the antenna 
all the way to the ground. Having the 
coax shoot off an angle will drastically 
affect the SWR. Also be sure that the12" 
copper stub used for mounting is insu- 
lated from whatever you attach it to; 
both on the temporary mounting for 
tune-up, and the permanent installa- 
tion. Tuning adjustmentis accomplished 
by moving the hose clamps up and down 
or rotating the clamps to vary the place 
where coax touches the elements until a 
desirable SWR is reached. 

Make sure to seal the exposed coax, 
and you might want to consider a coat or 
two of some good camouflaged paint... I 
have built 5 of these animals and have 
been able to tune down to about 1.5:1 or 
lower on them all. Be advised that even 
the slightest movement (even an inch!) 
can affect the SWR. Once tuned, the J- 
Pole is quite a performer. 


de John Wolcott - KB6OVO, via 
“Ground Wave”, St. Paul MN Radio Club 
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No room for a real one liner. 
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VE REPORT 


The exams held at the December 
meeting had the most applicants ever at 
a RARS Meeting Exam session: 24 
applicants were present, and took a to- 
tal of 44 elements. Fifteen of the 24 were 
successful in upgrading; 4 others took 
CSCKEs. The results: 


Jan Avinger, KC4HJU, Nov —> Tech 
Gilbert Chenery, N4SWB, Tech —> Gen 
Patricia Coates, Novice —> Tech 
Joshua Ellis, No Lic. —> Nov 

Daniel Grady, No Lic. —> Tech 
Randall Greene, KC4CYV, Tech —> Gen 
Paula Hayes, Novice —> Tech . 
Stan Horne, KA2WZX, Nov —> Tech 
Samuel Judge, Novice —> Tech 

James Lassiter, KC4EOH, Nov—> Tech 
Jeff Lee, No Lic. —> Tech 

Harry Rogers, KC4GFQ, Nov —> Tech 
Alexander Simmons, No Lic. —> Nov 
Randy Smith, No Lic. —> Tech 
William Strickler, No Lic. —> Nov 


Additionally, William Whitehurst, 
Edward Ellis, Charlie Fields (N4TDY), 
and Mike Blackmann (N4UFJ) all took 
CSCE’s as the result of their efforts. 

Eleven RARS VE’s worked the ses- 
sion, and a couple more who attended 
the meeting offered their help, as well! 
Thanks to WA4GIR, K4FAD, KB4LAF, 
WB4YBF, NY4H, W4FMN, NF4P, 
AB4EL, AB4FY, AB4LR, & W4TZU for 
their efforts. It’s having these volun- 
teers around and willing to pitch in that 
makes the whole program work!! 

The session progressed quite 
smoothly, with the only disparaging 
comment being the noise level in the 


room. Given the abnormally largecrowd} 


of applicants, this was un-avoidable in 
the single room. Luckily, the headsets 
minimized this potential problem for 
the code test takers. 

- Vince ,AA4MY 


RARS MEMBER LOOSES ALL 
TO TORNADO! 


RARS member, Dr. Bob Keys, 
NA4G, and his wife had not yet gone to 
bed that fateful night of November 27th. 
Living in what was to become “ground- 
zero’ near Leadmine & Strickland 
Roads, they heard the approaching 
“freight train” sound of the tornado, 
and were able to take shelter in a down 
stairs closet. Seconds later, their home 
was flattened — totally destroyed — by 
the tornado. Only part of one exterior 
wall was left standing. Their belong- 
ings from inside the house were scat- 
tered for miles around, as was the fate 
of other houses in the tornado’s path. 
Luckily, (and by the grace of God) Bob 
and his XYL were spared bodily injury. 
To those who doubt the force of the 
tornado winds should ask Bob about 
the Winnebago camper that was parked 
in front of their house before the storm, 
and is now up-side-down in their back 
yard! 

Several RARS members came to 
Bob’s aid, helping with the post storm 
cleanup and salvage of what personal 


belongings were still present, includ-_ 


ing AB4EL, N4IZE, N4IQA, and others. 

All of us at RARS extend our thanks 
to those who personally helped Bob, and 
we all extend our sincere best wishes to 
Bob and his XYL. When things get 
straightened out, perhaps an antenna 
party could be organized to help get 
“Boat Anchor Bob”, (the man who organ- 
ized last year’s Field Day activity) back 
on the air. 


RARS BIRTHDAY 
PARTY 


The RARS club will be 20 years old on 
February 12, 1969. Thanks to Ed, WA4PEN, 
this birthday will not go un-noticed. The 
Special Event Committee proposes that the 
members celebrate this event on the weekend 
of the 11th and 12th from their home stations, 
with their own call sign. A special club QSL 
card or certificate will be created and stations 
can add their own call sign to it for this birth- 
day event. Since stations will be operating 
with their own ID, there will be no need for 
band coordinators. 

Weather permitting, we might try a field 
set up with W4DW on or near the sight of the 
original incorporation. Let’s try to get many of 
the charter members on the air that weekend. 
Maybe there can be a special QSL for the one 
who works five charter members. Contact me 
with any suggestions you may have on how we 
can further celebrate RARS’s 20th birthday! 


73, Walter, AB4DQ 


ARRL DX Report; 


(ARLD050) 12/15/88 


Thanks to KB1BE and the Connecti- 
cut DX Association for the following DX 
information. 

New DXCC country. The ARRL 
Awards Committee has unanimously 
accepted the DX Advisory Committee 
majority decision recommendation to add 
Malyj Vysotskij island, MV Island, to 
the DXCC Countries List by virtue of a 
commitment ARRL made in 1970. 
Additionally, the awards committee 
unanimously endorsed the DXAC find- 
ing that the 4J1FS operation of July 
1988 met the published accreditation 
criteria. DXCC credit will be given for 
contacts made with Maly} Vysotskij Is- 
land commencing with the July 1988 
4J1FS operation. DXCC credit will be 
issued starting March 1, 1989. QSL 
cards submitted before that date will be 
returned lithout credit. 

Malta. Iris and Lloyd Colvin, W6QL 
and W6KG, are now active from 9H 
land, the latest stop on their DX tour. 

Revilla Gigedo. The Mexican Island 
DXpedition by X1 BEK and XE1AK will 
sign XF4C for five days starting Decem- 
ber 15. Operation will feature 160 
through 10 meters with RTTY and SSB. 

Vietnam. Both Russian and Hun- 
garian DXpeditions to Vietnam are 
reported for January 1989. Also, an 
effort by both groups to reopen Laos, 
XW, is rumored. 

Madagascar. Alain, 5R8AL, is ex- 
pected back to Madagascar for one or 
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two weeks near the end of January. He 
has had the only licensed operation for 
5R8 land in recent years. QSL to 
WAA4AVDE. 

Marion Island. Here is some further 
information about this needed DX is- 
land. A new callsign for the pending 
year long operation by Peter Stkora, a 
radio operator assigned to the scientific 
team, will be ZS8MI. The QSL routes 
will be PO Box 3035, Nelspruit 1200, 
Republic of South Africa. 

Nepal. The Japanese UNICEF Ham 
Club will operate as 9N88C from De- 
cember 25 to January 5. They will run 
160 through 6 meters on CW, SSB and 
FM. QSL route is via JH8BKL. 

75 Meter DX. In recent weeks both 
Don, A92BE, in Bahrain, and Adel, 
OD5VT in Lebanon, have been favored 
around 0330 UTC on 3795 KHz, usually 
operating with Igor, YU3SB. Alan, 
OU4BR/SU7 in Niger, has been heard 
and worked on 3789 KHz around 0500 
UTC. Also, OD5VT has been working 
into the mid and southwest USE around 
0436 UTC on 3792 KHz. QSL OD5VT 
via HB9CRV. 

Sudan. ON6BC/ST4 is now active 
and has been on 28027 KHz at 1200 
UTC. QSL via ON6BC. Look for ST2KR 
at 0230 UTC on 14008 KHz. QSLs for 
ST2KR go to CMX 3552, Khartoum, 
Sudan. 

Caymans. N8AG will be active until 
the end of December as ZF2AG/8. 

AR 


NEW HAM ORGANIZATION 
FORMED: 


Citing the ARRL’s foot-dragging in sup- 
port of a “no-code” ham license, a new or- 
ganization has been formed, The National 
_ Amateur Radio Association. Incorporated in 
the State of Washington, NARA has been 
formed with the specific function of promot- 
ing ham-radio to the non-ham populous, and 
lobbying for the creation of a “no-code” ham 
license in the US. (Currently Canada is in the 
process of implementing the only “no code” 
license in the Western hemisphere, and those 
applicants are limited to operation “...above 
30 MHz, using commercially manufactured 
transmitting equipment.”) NARA cites the 
un-popularity of the code with today’s com- 
puter oriented youth as being a significant 
factor affecting the growth of the ham ranks. 
Other’s contend the current 5 WPM require- 
ment is not an in-surmountable one, and that 
ano code license would flood the ham bands 
with operators of questionable skill. Interest- 
ing arguments on both sides of the coin — the 
thought of a“nocode license” has been around 
for quite a while. Perhaps this time...S t a y 
Tuned!! 


10 YEAR OLD EXTRA ! 


Didja read about Sandi McDonald, 
N4QLZ, of McDonald, TN?? This TEN 
YEAR OLD YL recently passed her EX- 
TRA!! The local folks believe she is the 
youngest EXTRA inthe US. Who sezitcan’t 
be done!! 

(tnx SERA Journal) 


WHAT HAM RADIO MEANS TO 
ME 


Dianne Vorwald, WD9DNQ, of Wis- 
consin Rapids, MN has an Amateur 
Extra License. Blind since birth, Di- 
anne now has Multiple Sclerosis. She 
enjoys her radio and says, “It’s really 
neat meeting people from all over the 
world. This creates a special kind of 
friendship.” 

Kris Haas of Pueblo West, Colorado, 
has Cerebral Palsy. She communicates 
with family and neighbors on a pro- 
grammable speech synthesizer, which 
she patiently commands with the head 
stick she wears much of the time. Her 
computer is wired into her ham equip- 
ment and lets her send a wide range of 
pre-programmed questions and answers. 

“It is a way I can visit people without 
them knowing I am handicapped,” says 
Kris, who takes great joy in operating 
her rig without major help from her 
family.” 

Dianne and Kris are but two of the 
3,500 handicapped members of the 
HANDI-HAM System (3915 Golden 
Valley Rd., Golden Valley, MN 55422) 
who study for their licenses at home, 
with specialized materials provided by 
the Handi-Ham organization. Although 
based in Minnesota, the Handi-Ham 
System supports hams in all 50 states, 
as well as internationally. 

So during this New Year, lets re- 
member those to whom ham radio means 
so much more than just “another hobby.” 
Support the Courage Handi-Ham Sys- 


tem. —de AA4MY we 


FOX HUNT JANUARY 7!! 


There will be a hidden transmitter 
hunt on Saturday, January 7, 1989 start- 
ing at 2pm. Michael, AA4YH, and Ed, 
AB4S, will be hiding a transmitter 
somewhere in Wake county and allinter- 
ested parties are invited to attempt to 
find us. 

Listen on 147.15 repeater starting 
about five minutes before 2 to get your 
only clue! Join in the fun and sharpen 
your direction finding skills! Note that 
no special equipment is necessary. 

Many of our hidden transmitters have 
been found in the past by hunters using 
only a 2-meter hand held rig. Don’t try to 
use lack of equipment as an excuse! See 
you then. 

73, Michael and Ed 


JANUARY’S TOPIC: 


President Pete advises the guest 
speaker at the January meeting will be 
Mr. David Shanklin, who is associated 
with the “Partners of the Americas” 
program. This group promotes interna- 
tional good-will through a “sister cities” 
type program. Mr. Shanklin will speak 
primarily about Bolivia, and his attempts 
at setting up a “sister city” of Raleigh in 
Bolivia. Perhaps we hams can become 
involved linking Raleigh to Bolivia. 
Sounds like an interesting meeting. 
Hope to see you there! 
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A TEXAN IN LONDON: 


A Texan was taking a taxi tour of 
London, he was in a hurry - 

As they went by the Tower of London 
the cabbie explained what it was, and 
that construction started in 1346 and it 
was completed in 1412. The Texan 
replied “Shoot, a little ol’ tower like that? 
In Houston we'd have that thing up in 
two weeks!” 

The House of Parliament was next... 
Started construction in 1544, completed 
in 1618 - “Hell boy, we put up a bigger 
one than that in Dallas and it only took 
a year!” 

As they passed Westminister Abbey 
the cabbie was silent. “Whoah! What’s 
that over there?” “Damned if i know” 
replied the cabbie, “It wasn’t there yes- 
terday!!” 

(tnx, WA4MJF via K4BWC RTTY MSO) 


Note: 


K4BWC two Meter Rtty MSO has moved 
from its old frequency of 147.57 MHz to 
147.48 MHz. 
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ANOTHER TROPHY YET FOR 
AA4TE?? 


When’s it gung QRT? Or even 
QSY??? Ole Joel has done it again!! His 
last trophy was in the Fall of 87: he was 
voted the outstanding student in the 
Engineering Technology Division at 
Wake Tech. Now with funds provided 
by the EET Department’s funds from» 
winning the ASEE-Wiley Award, Joel 
was presented an electronic engineer- 
ing Reference Book by Wake Tech’s 
President, Bruce I. Howell. This time, 
Joel was voted — ho-hum — the out- 
standing graduate in the 1988 Class of 
the EET curriculum. Joel can certainly 
hold his head high around his NCSU 
grad brother. 

Another thing about this young grad, 
—just peruse QST (any issue) and note 
his traffic count. Joel is following a not- 
too-short line of Wake Tech CW aficio- 
nados who have made a deep dent in 
the top traffic handling department of 
North Carolina’s finest, e.g. Stan Grady, 
Chuck Davis, Wilbur Goss. Now about 
Field Day! 


Army MARS and Ham Radio Traffic 


Anew interpretation of Army MARS 
cross filing trafficin and out of the ham 


bands augurs well for all traffic in the | 


Old North State. In the not too distant 
past, Army MARS members were re- 
stricted to keeping all traffic received 
via MARS within the MARS system. 
Now, however, this is no longer true. An 
honest effort must be made to pass MARS 
traffic on MARS fregqs. But failing this 
route, such traffic can be sent via 
hamdom. So now, instead of waiting 
until Saturday night to pass Bull City 
traffic to the one, lonely Army MARS 
member from Durham who regularly 
checks into the MARS net on Saturday 
night, Durham can be QSO’d on “civil- 
ian” nets, barbaric tho they may be. (hi) 


. Another advantage to hams is that 


there are Army MARS members in 
Greensboro who will actually take traf- 
ficon SSB or CW!! And these are but two 
plusses. It is true that not many Army 
MARS types have QTHs in Clamland 
but the woods are crawling with them, 
like Clemmons, Morganton, Arden, 
Asheville, Shelby, Sylva and other hill- 
billy hangouts. So ole AA4IT — guess 
who?? The first Army MARS student 
from Wake Tech, and wilber, to name 
but afew hams from ole Siwash, can now 
crossfile to their hearts delight. Hey! 
How about this icing at Christmas time 
with its 24-hour traffic stints!!! So, 
WBA4TOP, together with its other call, 
AAR4USI, will turn ‘em loose for the 
traffic tornado in the coming seasons. So 
prepare ur QSOs rait now and avoid the 
ruch to crossfile! 


73, Bert W4FMN 
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RARS meets each first Wednesday, 7:30 PM 
Raleigh YMCA, 1601 Hillsborough Street 


Downtown Raleigh 
RARS Net: Nightly at 8:00 PM on 146.04/64 


Events Calendar 


DEC 31/JANO1 — ARRL Straight Key Night. See DEC QST 


JAN 03 REGULAR RARS MEETING 7:30 PM YMCA. ALL WELCOME! 

JAN 12 RARS VHF SIG MEETING. CALL WA4MJF @ 266-4434JAN 14- 

JAN 16 ARRL VHF SWEEPSTAKES, See DEC QST p 104 

JAN 15 HAMEFEST!! Richmond, VA “FROST-FEST” 

JAN 18 RARS ADVISORY BOARD MEETING 7:30 PM, YMCA. ALL 
WELCOME 


Deadline for February EXCITER material. 
- JAN 27 7JAN..29 " CQWW 160 METER, CONTEST, CW 
“JAN 26-/. FEB 0S: NOVICE ROUNDUP), 
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